Levi Colton (1803-1885) was a native of Long-
meadow, Massachusetts and learned the-trade of
jeweler and silversmith. He pursued this career
in New York, Boston, Utica and other cities. He
then worked in a life insurance agency. In 1854
he was listed as 2 maker of mathematical in-
struments in Hartford, Connecticut with a shop
on Russell Street. A vernier surveying compass
inscribed “L. Colton & Co., Hartford, Ct.” is in
the collection of the Connecticut Historical
Society at Hartford. Several surveying compasses
inscribed “'L. Colton, New York™ are in private
collections. PS




Collector’s Corner in the May/June 1983 issue. Levi Colton
was born in Longmeadow, Massachusetts in 1803 and
learned the craft of silversmith before opening a shop in
New York City, where he also sold jewelry. He also worked
in Boston, Utica, and other cities. Eventually he was in-
volved with a life insurance agency. His name appeared in
1854 in Geer’s city directory for Hartford, Connecticut as a
maker of mathematical instruments with a home on Russell
Street. A vernier compass inscribed “L. Colton & Co. Hart-
ford, Ct.” is in the collections of the Connecticut Historical
Society. Other surveying instruments with the New York
address are in several private collections. Coiton died in
New Haven, Connecticut in 1885. PS







